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NEREM IAH l. 11. 


Thy Servants, who DESIRE to 
Fear thy Name. 


I is to be hoped, -the Deſires will be 
enkindled at and from the Hearing 
of them ; the Word that is now to 
breath upon us, will blow up the 
Fire of GOD, It is to be hoped, 
Tome Children of GOD, among the Hear« 
ers, will find the Comforts that belong 
to the Servants of GOD, reaching to 
them, I hope we ſhall have a very De- 

fireable Interview??? ee 

Among the People of GOD, rerurned 


from their Captivity, it was yet a Day oF 


ſmall Things, yea, a Day of ſad Things, 
The Report hereof reached unto a Coun 
tryman of theirs, who was at this gime-a 


conſiderable Officer in the Court of Per- 


ſia; and the more conſiderable, becauſe 
the famous Bs a Countrywoman © 
. 5 2 


theirs, 
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theirs, was, as J apprehend, at this time 
he Queen of Perſſa. His Name was 
ebemiab ;” and as was bis Name,” ſo wir 
be unto them, a Comforter fromthe Lord : 
But moſt notably their Comforter, when 
he became their Geber hour. In order to 
the happy Revolution which brouztt on a 
Revival of the Jewiſh Affairs, by Nehem:. 
abs having the Royal. Commiſſion tor their 
Government, we find this Great and Good 
Man, firſt making his moſt Solemn/Suppl- 
cations unto his GOD. We have here, a 
©r ayer for Merry, and a Plea for the ſucceſs 
of the Prayer. The Plea is, 'Tis the Prayer 
of [ . If we Serve the Glori- 
ous: D, He will Hear our Prayer. If 
we Serve GOD in our Walk, He will Hear 
us when we Seck Him in our Prayer. By 
Serving of the Glorious GON, we take a 
ready way to proſper in our Praying unto 
Him. The Servants of ſuch a Lord will 
find Him Willing to anſwer their Ptit ions. 
If we don't fay, It is in vain to Serve 
GOD, we ſhall never have caufe to ſay, 
What profit is it that we pray unto Him! 
Let Him have our Heart and we ſhall have 
His Ear, Well, Bur we are very Defec- 
tive in our Service to GOD. If we Serve 
Him, yet we alſo Sin againſt Him. Our 
Sins Teftify 4 Tc rk that we very lit- 
dle deſer ve be elteemed the Servants 


GOD, whoſe Prayer will find Acceptance 
with Him, | Now to ſecure the Benefit of 


this 
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this Plea tor us, behold the Low Terms on 
which it may be allowed unto us. Behold, 
The Character on which we may hope and 
claim to be Accepted, as the True Servants 
of GOD. And, Oh! rhe Divine Condeſcen-= 


fion which will allow this Character to pafs 


tor our Title unto rhe Bleſſings to be ex- 
peRed by the True Servants of GOD! A 
Defire, a Deſire, to Fear the Name of 
GOD. If ſuch a Deſire be found in us, we 
ſhall be tound among the True Servants of 


GOD ; and His Ear will be attentive unts + 


our Prayer, Verily, As Man d-fireth 
in bis Heart, ſo is he! You ſhall obſerve 
how our Nehemiab may be argued withal; 
aid what will be the Iſſue and Upſhot of 
the Argument. Sir, What makes you think 
that God will Fear yon? His anſwer is, 
Becauſe we Serve Him; Well, Sir, Whar 
proof have you, that you Serve GOD ? 
His anſwer is, We Fear Him, Well, Sir, 
What proof have you that you Fear GOD? 
His anſwer is, We Deſire to do ſo. 


Our DOCTRINE will be ſuch an One, 
that certainly we can ſay no other than this 
upon it; Lord, How-ſweet are thy Words 
unto my Taſte ? Sweeter than Honey to my 
Mouth! *Tis this; 


The true Fear of GO Dis to be ſeen in a 
DESIRE ic Fear Him, 


A 3 


4 The Smoaking Flax, 

You ſhall have it in other Words tt us 
Exprefled unto you. Pious DESIRES 
are an Evidence of PIETY. Soul, Be 
thou able to ſay, Deſire the Love 
GOD, and it may be ſaid, He who knows 
a'l Things does know that thou Loveſt 


Him, 


The firſt Thing that T have to do, is to: 


ſer before you the Malter of Pions DF- 
STRES ; The Things which you are to De- 
fire, it you. have in you the Defircs of PIE- 
IV. My Hearers, The Nets of Salval iin 
are now ſpreading for you. What is aim- 
ed at, is to draw you into the Dres 
which you are now hearing of, Oh ! may 
thoſe Deſtres.of PIETY b: now formed in 
you; which you are hearing of! 

In the firſt place; 'The Fear of GOD; 
This, This is that which your Pious Deſires 
muſt be carried forth unro.. Indeed J ear 
is uſually the very. Rever ſe of Deſire, But 
hehold a Fear that is the firſt and beſt Ob- 
jed of Deſire; The Fear of GOD ; this 
is, how Deſireable l Truly, tis more to 
be Defired than Gold, than mucb fine Gold; 
The Wiſdom, of which all that are not 
Fools, will ſubſcribe to that Aſſertion, A 
the Things which thou canſt defire, are not 
to be comparedunto it. It is the Deſire of 
the Glorious GOD, concerning us; Deut. 
V. 292. O that there were ſuch: an Heart 
in them, that: they. would Fear mel And: 


id mult be our Defire to the Glorious GOD 
| "— Ip 
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u Jon our own behalf; Oh! that I might have 
ES I tbe Fear of God in my Heart | The Fear of 
Be 00D bas Excellent Things contained in it; 
F And our Hearty Defires muſt be that we 
ws may have all thoſe Things in us, and even 
eft Nxxc.ll in them. We muſt be able ro ſay, 
1 Heartily Deſire, That I 7 Believe a: 
to Glorious GOD, and that the Belief of His 
F- Being and Attributes may. be Real, and. 
Je-- Lively, and Awful to me, and male ſtrong 
E- impreſſions on me: Fear GOD and give 
yn Glory to Him. We muſt be able to ſay, 
m- 1 heartily D- fire that I may fp Fear GOD 
res Bhai to depart from Evil. We mult be able 
ay Ito ſay, I beartily Deſire that 7 may. ſo Fear 
in 60D, as to keep His Precepts, We muſt 
le able to ſay, I heartily Deſire that I may 
D; I Fear GOD, as.in Truth to call upon 
res Him. In fine, We muſt be able to ſay, It 
ar Wis my Aearty Deſire, that the Fear of 
gut COD and of His dreadful Wrath due un- 
Ib: to me, may. drive me unto my. SAVIOUR: 
his And that from an Apprebenſion of what a 
to TTearful Thing it ts to fall into the Hands 
Id; Bf the Living GOD, I may by Faith caſt 
ot fy ſelf into the Hands of my. only SAV E- 
A FOUR. All this is Compriſed in the Fear 
not ef GOD'; All this is to be Deſired it we 
e of would be thoſe who Deſire to Fear His 
eut. [Name. | | 
art | Secondly. ; Tho' there be a Fear, which 
And: {will be caf# out by Love, yet the Fear off © 
OD GOD 5s the very fame. with the 8 * ? 
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GOD. And this is what our Pious Deſire, 
mult Jead us to, A Dcyour Soul could 
TCI. CXVI. x. I Love the Lord, becauſe 
He hath heard my Supplications, And we 
ſhould ſay, My Supplications are that I 
may Love the Lord, Our Hearry Deſire 


mult be this; Oh! That the Perfettions ef 


the Glorzous GOD, may appear ſo Amia- 
ble to me, as to make me Delight in Com- 
munion with Him, Delight in Obedience 
to Him, Delight in every Thing by whith 
He may be Gleor ified ; yea, Ob\ Conid I 
fo far e ſwallowed ip in Him, and with 
His Love, as to be glad when He is Glo: i- 
ed. tho* there ſhould be much of my own 
Miſery and Conf ſien in it. But this Love 
of GOD, if we te Root'd in Love, will 
{prout forth into many Bronches of De- 
votion. And our Pious Deſires, are like 
Birds of Paradiſe to perch upon thoſe 
Branches, and warble out their wiſhes, in 
Tach Notes as theſe ; Oh! may the Love 
cfGOD,canſe me to repair unto my SAV I- 
UR, by whom alone, Imay be brought near, 
bt home unto GOD |) May the Love 
cauſe me to maurnFor, and to tur 


br ou 
of GOD 
rom, every thing that He may be offend- D 


ed at \ May the Love of GOD, cauſe me 
to take every. ibing well i bat He dees unto 
me, and take patiently every Cup that He 
al appoint fr me) And may i be Love 
of GOD, cauſe me to Love my Neighbour, 
and fill me with. all h in my Im- 
TN rum n WIG 


ſay, P 


to Ple. 
1 0 G 
En joy. 
His Gl 
Live 27 
on Hin 
unto 1h 
Defired 
nor do 


igbt in 
to give 


. to be Defire 


Jen Him for all the Good, which many look 
unto the Creatures for. Except all this be 
FDefered, you are not the Ser wants of GOD, 


to give you-ſome Demonſtration of. 


— 
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er and 2 towards Him, All this 
, if you would be found 4 

mong the Lovers and Servants of GOD. 
Thirdly; Here Life comes on. The 
TLeve of GOD, brings on the Life of GOD. 
And if our Pious Defires have any Life in 
them, they will mightily infift vpon this, 
Oh |! that I might Live unto GOD ! With 
all the Faithſul, this is the very Fir ft-Born 
of the ir Defires ; Pla]. CXIX. 35. O Quic- 
ken thou me in thy Way, Tf you would 
not proclaim yourſelves Alienated from 
the Life of GOD, there muſt be ſuch Pious 
Deftres as theſc moving in you; O! That 
I way fo Live no GOD, as to make it 
tle Man Bufineſs of my Life, to Serve & 
to Pleaſe Him 1 Ob I bat I may ſo Live 
19% GOD, as to fetch the Reliſh of all my 
Enjoyments from their Subſervicncy to 
His Glory with me ! Ob That 1 may ſo 
Live unto GOD, as to depend entirely up- 


nor do you Live unto Him. | | 

Theſe are the Deſires of PIETY. The 
Deſires F the. Righteous, which are only 

ood, Are your Hearts filled with ſuch 
Defires * Then Be glad in the Lord, and 
eJoyce ye Righteous, and ſhout for Joy, 
decauſe you will be found among the Up- 
igbt in Heart, This, is what I am now 


In 
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In the Second place, I am to ſet before 
.you the Comfort of theſe Pious DESIRES f joy tt 
he Fear of GOD is in them; They are an thing 
Evidence of True PIETY. in thoſe that Liveli 
have their Hearts filled with them, Toſſthe B. 
De monſtrate ſuch a Comfortable Maxim, II leſs E 
have theſe things to ſay unto you. once 

Fiſt; AN the Good of the New Cres - Ear 
ture, begins in Good Deſires, The Neu What 
Creature may be called, A Tree of RighteJat this 
on ſneſs, It is indeed ſo; and it is thef my de/ 
Planting of the Lord, that He may beGlo-yW:1l 
Tefred, But this Tree of the Lord ful Breat 

Sap, has a Root which it grows upon] vere c 
The Grace of GOD, that Sanctifies the Soul uo in. 
Has taken Root in the Soul, when the De Brea! 
fires of that Grace, are Lodged and Fixed 710 
there. The Grace may be as Inviſible, aimprin 
the Root under Ground, when the GraJGOD 
crous Deſires are firſt pur into the HeartYCry in 
Ob! That T were wiſer and better, an Life th 
in all things conformed unto the Will offfis the ! 
GOD! But an Hcart that has - theſe Piougfluch P 
Defires in it, may ſay with him, Job XIXFhe, in 
28, The Root of the matter is found in miſſelve: f 
When GOD comes to Convert a Sou untdjour felt 
Himſelf, He gives a New Biaſs, a Rightgehat we 
Biaſs to the Soul. Now Pious Deſireiiſelves. 
theſe declare how the Soul is Biaſſed; theſhnd Rel 
getlare it Inclined for GOD, and CHRI>ILThe Fi 
and PIETY. Breath is a Sign of Life {RIT\of 
when a Soul begins to Breath, it begins Me De 
Live, In Pious Defires to Obey and Enfthat 72 
11 J?} Ne 0 
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RES joy the Glorious GOD, there is the Brea- 
re an thing of a Renewed Soul. A Soul that is 
that Livelily Breathing a'ter G0 and after 

Jo the Bic ſſings of the New Creature, is doubt- 
im, II leſs En. vened trom GOD, It was à thing 
once cried tor, Lam. III. 56. Hide not thine 

Cres · Har at my Breathing, at my Cry. Soul, 
Neu What es thy Breathing ? Doſt thou Brerth 

igbte lat this rate; Ob | That the Rebellion of 
is theſ v deſperately Wicked Heart againſt the 
eGloyWill of GOD, wire all Fxtingr ſhed? 
ful Breath ar this rate; Oh! That my ways 
upon vere ordered in the Word of GOD, and 
Sou iniguiy have Dominion over me! 
De. Breathe at this rate; Oh | That my SA- 
FixedJ/ 10UR world ſhew me His Glory, and 
le, imprint His Glorious Image upon me 
GraQyGOD hears the Breathing, There is a 

Heart [Cry in it; And a Cry which diſcovers a 
„ an Life that will never Dy. Truly; There 
Vi ais che Holy SPIRIT of GOD, at work in 
Piouggluch Pious Defires, We muſt all own, as 


» X1XJhe, in 2 Cor. III. 3. Ve are not of our. 


in meſelves ſuſſicient ta think any thing, as 

untqq our ſelves. Nor Lan we Defere by as 
Rightgebat we ought, and as we ought, of our 
efireiſelves. It there be ſo much as a Regular 
; theſpnd Religious Deſtre in us, we may ſay; 
RI IIe Finger of GOD i here; The SPI- 
Life RIT of G is in it. We mult affirm, 
ins ten Deſire of a Man is His Kindneſfſ'; 
1d Enpchar is to Tay, The K indne i of. GOD unto 
ode Nan. Man, If thbu batt any Deſireof 


GOD | 


© CAT 
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GOD, it is the, Kindneis of GOD that has 
pur it into thy Soul. The Holy SPIRIT of 
GOD has been Kind unto thee, in ſo diſ- 
poſing of thee. We read concerning Love, 
and Faith, and Goodneſi ; They are the 
Fruits ＋ the Spirit. The Pious deſires 
of Love, and Faith, and Goodnefſi, are ſo 
too. The Love, the Faith, and Goodneff, 
begin in the Pious defires thereof; (I may 
call them, Ihe Embrio of the New Crea- 
ture?) And are the Fruzts of the Spirit, 
who worketh all in all. Unto the Spirit 
of GOD at work in us, there are aſcribed, 
Groanings which cannot be uttered. Chriſ- 
tian, Thy groans after the Attainments of 
FIETY, may be ſo weak, and ſo dark, that 
they cannot be uttered, . Bu wy the Spr. 
rit of GOD is the Author of theſe groans. 
And if He be in them, what will they come 
to? O Workof Grace, It ſhall be unto 
thee, according to that Word ; Thy Begin- 
ing is but ſmall ;, but thy Latter end 
ſha} greatly increaſe. . Thy Beginning is 
in _P:otes deſires ;. But: fin 0 the Hoy SPI 
KIT of GG Dis in theſe io deſires, they 
will hold, and grow, and zrcreaſe, and the 
Latter End will be a. perfection ef Holi- 
neſs in the Fear of GOD. a | 
Secondly; Defires placed aright,.and fla- 
mingaright ; theye are very great and pre- 
eien Þrogiſes, made unto them. Indeed, 
it is moſt agreeable unto the Nature, and 
rhe. Jenour of, 


2 
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ſhould be ſo. The Old Covenant inſiſted upon 
this ; Do all that is God; And, Cur ſed is be 
that cont inuet h not in all things written 
in the Law to do them all. And now, 
Lord, Whoſhall be Saved? What will be- 
come of Sinners, who haye departed trom 
the Living GOD, and have put themſelves 
under the Yoke of the Prince of the Power 
of the Air, and have ſuck'd in the Breath 
of the Spirit that works in the Children 
of Diſobedience ? Truly, The Command- 
ment which was ordained for to be unto 
Life, is found to be unto Death, But 
now, there is a New Covenant introduced. 
The Goſpe! comes in the room of the Law. 
And according ro the Goſpel, the Defire 
of Good, is owned as the (ood, - The Lane 


I guage of the Goſpel is, D-fire and Receive; 


Dire and Partake; Deſire with i hy Soul, 
that GOD may dwell in thy Soul, and 
thou baſt Him there. And let the Promi- 
Jes in this New Covenant be hearkened to: 
A Delicious, an Heavenly Melody, and 
worth hearkening to“ What a ſweet word 
is that i Pſal. X. 17. Thow beareft the De- 
fire of the bumble. The Humble are a- 
ſn. me of themſelves, to fee how little Pl- 
ETY they have arrived unto: With ſhame 
they bemoan themſelves, Alas, A Pious 
Dire, is {beutmeſt that I can pretend 


unto! Well; But GOD will near this De. 


ſire ; The Regard of GOP unto ir, will 
be Wonderful, \'Wonderful ! Pions Defires 
Ns Mm; 


expreſ | 
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expreſs the Appetites of a Soul ſet for PIF- 
TY. But has He not N That He 
will ſati the longing Soul? Soul, Has 
thy GOD ſet thee a Longing with Picus 
Deſires after an Acquaintance with Him, 
and alter an Unin with thy SAVIOUR, 
and after a Victory over the Li t, of thy 
Fleſh ? He has Promiſcd that He will Sa- 
#15fy thy Longing, He has expreſly done 
To, in Mat. V. 6. Bleſſed are they wbo 
Hunger and Thir ſt after Righteouſneſs, for 
they ſhall be filled. What are Pious De- 
fires, but an Hungr ing an Thir ſting after 
Righteor ſm'ſi? The Deſires of a Soul 
Hungring ard Thi fting for more of GOD, 
and CHRIST, and Heaven, and of that PI- 
ETV which will bring us thither ; theſe 
Deſires will have the Things propoſed ; 
Yea, it has them in the very Defires of 
chem; and it j« a Bleſſed Soul, O Bleſſed 
Soul, Thou ſhalt be filled with Good. I his 
was Promiſed, Iſai. I. 19. If ye be willing 
and obedient, yea ſhall Eat the god of the 
Land. Believer, If thou art Willing, thou 
art Obedient; If thy Pious Deſires do ſig- 
nify that thou art Villing to be what 
thou ſhouldeſt he, all the Good of the Land 
of Promiſe: belongs unto thee, What a 
Feet Aphoriſm is that of rhe Apoſtle ? 2 
Cor. VIII. 12. I there be a willing mind, 
zt 3s accepted, The Pious Defires ot a 
Willing Mind, will find that our GOD, & 
Father, who is the Father of Mercies, wiil 
molt Mercilully ſmile upon them. We 
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We will proceed now unto ſome Im. 
rovement of theſe Faithful Sayings, 
which doubtleſs you Count Worthy of Ac. 
ceptation. The Improvement of theſe 
Things, and the Intention of our whole 
Diſcourſe, muſt be, to Enkindle the DE- 
SIRES of PIETY among us. There is in 
the Eaſtern World at this Day, a Book 


Written more than Two and Twenty Hun- 


dred Years ago, the Title whereof is, The 
Fire Kindler, becauſe it pretends to Kin- 
dle the Fire of Piet), in the Hearts of the 
Readers. The Aim of my Sermon is to be 
A Fire-Kindler And verily, if the ſeri- 
ous and genuine Deſires of Piety may be 
now raiſed, there will he Kindled an inex- 
tinguiſhable Fire of GOD. f 2 
| Wherefore, | Tis ee 4% 
I. What a Conviction are the Strangers 
to Piety, who have not fo much as the De- 
ſires of it in them to be overwhelmed with- 
al }-Orall you that are not rhe Servants of 
GON, with Horror'it-may be ſpoken, You 


do not fo much as Deſire to Fear His 


Name. It is an Amazing Rebuke which 
belongs unto all them who are not come 
into the Pieiy, which does accompany Sal- 
vat ion; They have not ſo much as any Pi- 
ous Deftres operating in them. Of rhe 
Wicked, we read; Job. XXI. 14. They ſay 


rnto God, We deſire not the knowledee of 
thy ways, The Children of Wickeqneſe, do 
lictle Deſire to know, but much leſs Deſire 

2 to 


= 
R 


14 The Smoaking Fax. 
to do, the Duty which they owe to the 
Glorious GON, . Tt is bad enough, thet 
they caſt off the Prattice of Piety ; but it 
is much worſe, that they are without ſo 
much as the Defire of Piety. The Unbe. 
liever makes thoſe Exclamations againſt our 
SAVIOUR, Iſai. LIII. 14. There is 10 
Beauty. t hat we ſhould defire Him. Far 
from Defiring ; My SAVIOUR 3s the Al- 
together Lovely One : Ob! That I jaw 
enore of His Lovelineſi Far from Defir- 
ing; My SAVIOUR Purifies to Himſelf 
4 People zealous of Good Works; Ob 
That I might bs among His Purified ones. 
But can the Fear of GOD be in thoſe, who 
do not ſo much as Deftre to Fear Him 
Let me a little Reaſon with you before the 
Lord. It you have any Deffres of Piety in 
you, what and-where are your Prayers for 
it? It is moſt certain, For this every One 
that 14 Godly will Pray unto Him. Even 
For this; that he may have a Godly Heart, 
and may lead a Godly Life, Bur there are 
Tome, who it may be can go from Day to 
Day, without any thing, that may be called 
Praying unto GOD. O Prayerleſi Ones; 
can it be thought, that you Deſire a Recon- 
eiliat ion with GOD, when you don't 
count it worth ſo much as Aſting for? 
Do you Deſire Bleſſings when the Great 
GOD never heard you ſay that you do it ? 
Or, If you do in ſomeſort of Prayers make 
a FProſeſſion of Deſires. to Fear GOD, What 
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ſort of Prayers are they ? How Formal, 
How Li:elels, How lit le in Earneſt? Is a 
New Heart a thing ſo precious with you, 
that you Aſs it with any Agony agreeable 
to the Price, or to your Need of it? Some 
Sincere Souls, have made their Confeſſions, 
that before they became ſuch, they Frayed 
that they might be reclajmed and reſcued 
from their Sinful Courſes ; but they were 
at the very time Afraid that GOD would 
l:ear their Prayers. O UVneodly Ones, 
Ging on ſtill in your Treſpaſſes; You 
have no Defire to be any better than you. 
are; no Deſire to do any other than what 
you do. How Inexcnuſeable will you be 
jound ; Oh! how left without Excuſe, in 
the Day when GOD ſhall- plead with you! 


How much in Vain; Oh! Impenitents, in 


vain will it be for you, ro make this Apo- 
logy ; I was not able to Turn From Sin to 
GOD ; nor able to cloſe with my SA I- 
OUR. The Anſwer will proceed from the 
Mouth of thy Judge, with hot Thunder- 
bolts; Wretch, Diſt thou ever Deſire of 
me to make thee able? No,never was there 
To much as a truly Godly Deſire, ora De- 
fire to be Godly, in a Soul fo much with. 
out GOD in the World. © tremble to 
continue in this Condition 4 
IT. What an Enconragement may be gi- 
yen to thole, who have ſome Symptoms 
of Pieiy, in the Defire of it! It was the 
Requelt made of old; Pſa}, LXXXVI: 19. 
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Shew me a Token for Good, It may be, O 
Servants of GOD; you have little more to 
ew what you are Fur this;, An Hearty 
Deſire to be-what you ſhould be, Youdurit 
not pcfitively ſay, That you Fear GOD, 
But this you can ſay, Lord, I Deſire to 


16 


Fear thy Name. Even in this, GOD has 
ſhe wa you a Token for Good, Of the Car- 
nal Mind which is naturally. in the Children 
of Men, we are ſure, *Tis Eumityagainſt 
GOD, Is your Mind filled now with Pi- 
ous Deſires ; with Defires to Converſe with 
GOD; with Di res to Conform unto 
GOD ? It may be. hoped, that you have 
now in you,. ſomething beſides a Carnal 
Aind, and that your Enmity againſt GOD 
begins to be Conguered. Perhaps many of 
you; have your Minds Exerciled, about Ap- 
proachine to the Table of the LORD. II 
your Self-Examination. Preliminary and 
Preparatory to your Approaching to the 
Doing of this, you. are in ſome Anguiſh to 
find and ſhew a Token for Good, Now, ſee 
whether in Pious Deſires, you cannot find 
a Token. You durſt not conclude, That you 
Believe; Bur, can't you Heartily fay, Lord, 
T Defire ta Rely on ny SAVIOUR in alt 
His Offices, for all: His Benefits, and 
Chearfully put my. ſel f under the Conduct 
af that Mighty Redeemer ©. You durſt not 


conclude, That you Repent. Put can't you 


Heartily ſay, Lord, I Deſire to Abhor and 
Forſake every. Sin, and patiently, yea, 


Thankfully 
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e, 0 Thankfull: to entertain every thing that 
re to comes to embitter my in! You duiſt not 
arty ſay, 1 Love Thee, O Lord my Strength, 
gurſt So {mall is the Strength of your Love. hut 
OD. can't you. Hcartily tay, Ecrd, I D-ſire to 
re to drow near, and keep near unto Thee, [ 
has count it good for me todo ſo? Yeu wit 
Car- not ſay much of your Brotherly Kindne „i, 
dren and Charity. But can't you ſay, Lord, I 
ainſi} Deſire never-to indulge the leaſt motion of 
1 Pi-l Envy and Malice, ani Revenge towards 
with wy Brother! Your Hol ine is very Imper- 
unto If fect ; not very Conſpicuous. But Holineſs 
have begins in a Deſtre to be the Lord's. Cant 
nal you ſay, Lord, 1 Deſite that 1 and all that 
3zOD | 1 have may be Devoted unto thy Service? 
ny of Then go on Chearfully, Bring theſe Piors 
rAp- | Dcfircs to the Table of the LORD. You 
may go on, and come jv, and Hope wen, 
and and ſay, Lord, my Defire is before Ther, and 
o the ny Groanmg is not hid from Thee, Come 
ſh to O Soul, and welcome to the Feaſt of GOD. 


AI. intalläbl 
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z0'allibly ar.ſwered ; abundantly anſwered . 
Etervally ſo. You ſhll Fear GOD as you E. 
D<fie to do; yea, and find the Great Good like 
which He has laid up for them who do ſo, 
GOD that made them, and makes norhing 
in vait, has not {id of your P:ous De ſires, 
That ye ſhallSeek Him in vain, Before your 
GOD bas done with you, He will give you the 
Grace you have defired & the loi y too; O 
you thatu tor it! He ſays to you, 
Lookunto me, & be da ved. Vou can as yet give 
no more than a Leo of Pious De ſires. But this 
Look will bring on all that you Deſire; the 
End of it will be in theSulvation of theSoul, 
III. But Care mult be taken, that none 
of us may ly under any Soul UndoingDeluſi- 
on; that a Decezved Heart may not impoſe 
on any who are not aware of an Heart De- 
ceitful above all things; that Peace be not 
ipoken unto tho{e who are not the Children 
of Peace, Let us now receive ſome Direction 
upon this weighty Caſe, | 
What are the Marks to diſtinguiſh,tboſe 
Pious Deſires, which will ſhow the Fear « 
GOD, & be an Evidence of Piety ? 
Be ſure, Firſt, Your DESIRES of Piety 
muſt be Univerſal Deſires. They mult 
extend as far as, The whole Duty of Man, 
There mult be in them, a Reſpe# to all tht 
Commandments of GOD.. You muſt ſay 
as in Pal, CXIX.1 28. I efteem thy precepts 
concer ning all things to be Right, © 
- Again, Tour LEDIRES of Flix muſt be 
Te Baa az 
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Everlaſting Deſires. They muſt not be 
like the Morning Cloud and the Early 


Dew, They muſt not Fe meerly in a Fir, 
in a Pang, as a Flaſh; Or while a Chaſining 


js upon you. You mult ſay,as in P{al.CXIX. 
112. I bave inclined my Heart always to 
perform thy ſtatut es, even to the end. And 
why ſhould I not fay. your Defires of Piety 
muſt be Sorrowful defires, Deſires attend- 
ed with Sorrows for want of the Pieiy, 
which you Defire. Oh! Look on the De- 
kciencies of your Piety, & on what is Jack- 
ing in your Faith, with a mournful Eye. Be 
like the Man, in Mar, IX. 27. who ſpoke it 
with Tears, when he brought his Deſire, 
Help my Unbelief. Yea, Let all the Re- 


mainders of Indwel/ing Sin, make you cry 


our, O wretched One that I am 

There is One thing more to be wiſhed , 
O may your Deſires of Piety, be Superiour 
Defires, Deſire to ger Piety, and grow in 


it, more than to get Riches, more than the 
gain of the whole World. The Rule is, Prov. 
II. 4, Seek it as Silver, and ſearch for it as 


or hid Treaſures, Come to ſuch a Deſire 


as this; Lord, I more defire to carry it well 
ben I am affiited, and reap ſpiritual Ad- 
Nantages fem it, than to be brought or 

Rept out of Affiidion, 
Defire as this; Lord, I more deſireto have 


Come to ſuch a 


e eine, Lanpht willing to part with 
eryThing, 2 ofeGood Things 


hich are to be mySacrifices. Hera is a Soul, 
2 that 
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 toHappineſs. A Balaam is not without aDeF: 


Feous!QurSaviour had ſomeUngodlyHearers 
who upon His mention of the Bread tha 


| Lord, Give us everm re of this Bread, An 
 UngodlySoul, may Deſire the Pardon of Sin 


24. Striveto enter the ſtrait Gate. Ihe De 
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that has the plain signatures of Heaven upon 
it ; the ſure Beginnings of it · count 
Finally. Your Deſires of Piety, muſt be Eu- which 
deavourous Defires : There muſt be ſuitable! Gr 
£ndeavours joined with them. It is a Memo - Pete 1 
rable Word, Prov. XXI. 25. The deſire of t be. 1 
Hothful killeth him: for his hands refuſe to 7 
labour, Leſire without Labour, will never tun 
bring toHappineſs. Meer wiſhers & woulder: ſunt] 
they ſay, are no good Houſholders, T am ſure - hary 
prevail 


In UngodlyPeople, there are ſome Deſires", 


O Happine ſ, & of ſome Things thatLead un Goo 
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the Favour ofGONanIntereſt in aJESUS ta thee, 
deliver from the / rat hᷣ to come. The Terrors aon gro 
of an Awakened Conſcience, will extort ſuch be 
Defires.But,a!as,TheGoodDefires of Unzodlyf A H 
Ones, are Good for Nothing. And the Reaſon i: IV.T 
Becauſe their aboursdo notaccompany thei the A 
Deſires, The Demand is, Phil. II. 12. Work out" be pe 
your on dal vat ion. The Demand is, Luk. XII ord, Th 

ves ame 
mind is, Joh, VI. 25. Labour for t he Food tha. to F 
Endur es to Everlaſting Eife. O Souls Deſi Life 
rous of the Fear of GOD ; Ir is worth La ty De 
bouring for. Lou cannot have it, if you do no ligion « 
| counſ#2 ion 


fire, Oh!ThatImayDy the Death of theRigh 


comes down from Heaven, had this Deſire 
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upon 
e En -· MMhich you lay you ſire. Gry to theGOD of 


count it ſo. Oh ! Labour ro come at the Piety 


jtablebll Grace, with.a Laborions & a moſt Re- 
emo. Peated Agony: O Lord, T beſecch thee,Deli- 
of the er my Soul, Co mak pr COWS Impre lons 
uſe to f ihy Grace upon my Soul Make au Im- 
fever ſor tunate cry; Follow the Lord with an In- 
IdereſſintImportunity. Never be at eaſe t. Il you 
WM le that with Wreſtlings of GOD you have 
revailed. And then, ply all che Means of 


efires 
ad un 
aA De 
Rigb 
arers 


that. ö 
Jeſire icy, which the wiſhes of your Souls have 


1, Aneir Eye upon. Then, O Soul mark'd for 
of Sin Feaven; Thar Fear of GOD, which is now 
17s to thee,but as a Grain of Muſtard Seed will 
»rrorsÞ20 grow into mar vellous Dimenſions. Hea- 


lachen is begun in thee, & thou mayſt Rejoyce 
ngodl | 


Good Seaſons,in Bad Seaſons ; And Flough 


ious GON may lock down upon me. Think 
uch of no Labcur preſcrived in the Exerci- 


the Hope of the Glory of GOD. 


—_ Ir the Animation of Early PLE'UY, may 
x ou Þ< pertinently & ſeaſonably offered: One 
W. XII ord, That ou! Toten? People may lift them- 
ne Delves among the Servants of GOD, with De. 
d thafſ*s. 10 Fear His Name. Auſtin {aid, Alt 

Is Dede Life of a Chriſtian, is made up of 
th La ty Daſires. Be ſure, Early Piety, & the 

a0 nal ieion of Young People riſes little higher | 

coun$#2 Pious Deſeres, But, O our Young * 

| Pie, 


race, with Aſſiduity ;- At home, Abro.d ; . 


vith this Hepe; It may be, It may be a (ra- 


ef Piety, that ſo you may obtain all the 


IV. TO have done. Methinks, One Word, 
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ple, may there be ſo much at leaſt found in 
you, ot the Good Thing towards the Lord 
GOD of Ifradl : So much at leaſt, as Piors 
Deſi res, after the'lbing that 15 Good. Be able 
as Young as you are, to ſay unto the Glori- 
ous GOD, as in Ilai. XVI. 9. With my Soul 
have I deſired thee ; with my ſpirit within 
me, will 1 ſeek thee early, Child, There is a 
SAVIOUR, whois, The Deſire of all Na- 
tions. Oh may He be the Deſire of thy Soul, 
May thy Deſire be, Oh GreatSAV IOUR, 
may I Know thee, & Have thee, & Serve 
thee, as my S AV IOUR, And mayſt thou 
carry this Defire to Him in thy Early Sup- 
plications, 15 SAVIOUR will caſt a very 


kind Alped on thy Piovgs Deſires, He will 


ſay of them, Let me hear thy voice in them, 
O my Dove; Sweet, Sweet is thy voice unto 
me. 1 ay go unto thy Fa! + - 
Ly, Sir, I dire to rove my [elf a du- 
52 Child. 1 44 2 2 N. yon 
would havemo to be; I pray you to bel 
me in it Certainly, Thy Father will ow! 
thee for aDutifulChild, Go toGOD,and fa 
O my GOD, I deſire to follow thee, as O. 
of thy Obedient Children; Oh! Help m 
Help me, to do ſo. Certainly, This GO 
will he thy Fat her. When a Young Ephra: 
goes to GOD with ſucha deſire as this; 
Turn thou me! GOD ſays, This ts 4 de 
Sen, This is a pleaſant Child; 1 will fur. 
ly. have. mercy on bim. 
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